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ANZAC HOUSE 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.45 pm]: I take this 
opportunity to comment on a media release from the government earlier today, headed “Government gives green 
light for new Anzac House headquarters”. Instead of reading it out in full, I will quote just a couple of its elements. 
It starts — 

The McGowan Government has helped pave the way for a brand new headquarters for the WA branch of 
the Returned and Services League (RSLWA) to be built on St Georges Terrace. 

Following completion of a process to gift land to the veterans organisation, a proposed six-storey, 
state-of-the-art building is set to be constructed at 28 St Georges Terrace and is expected to open for 
Anzac Day 2020. 

The new building will include office space for RSLWA staff and office holders, a club area for members, 
a function room and a café. Importantly, it will also provide dedicated floors for other ex-service 
organisations as part of a broader vision for a central facility for veterans. 

There is then a little bit of the history of Anzac House—how it reopened on its site in 2006 and was demolished 
in January this year to make way for new headquarters and so forth. Then there is a quote from the Premier — 

“I’m pleased the State Government has been able to provide the RSLWA with the additional land and 
legal authorisations required for the new ANZAC House project … 

There is also a comment from the Minister for Veterans Issues, Hon Peter Tinley, who says, amongst other things — 

… it’s entirely fitting that we do what we can to assist the organisation that sits front and centre in 
providing support for Western Australian veterans—the RSLWA. 

“New and improved facilities will enable the RSLWA and other defence services support organisations 
a greater ability to advocate for veterans and to work for their welfare.” 

Then of course there are comments attributed to the Minister for Lands, Hon Rita Saffioti, who said — 

“The transfer of the ANZAC House site to RSLWA will ensure the land will be used solely for the 
purposes of preserving our military history, supporting current and former Australian Defence Force 
personnel and providing a place for them to meet. 

“The Deed of Agreement with RSLWA is symbolic of a co-operative approach with the State Government 
to support our veterans while commemorating the men, women and children affected by conflict.” 

I congratulate the government on all it has done to assist the RSL of Western Australia, but not this government—
not the McGowan government, which is taking credit for it and spruiking it. I refer members to a media release of 
Wednesday, 9 November 2016 — 

Hon Donna Faragher: When was that date again? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: It was on 9 November 2016, and it is headed “Deal signed for Anzac House 
redevelopment”. Let us see if this sounds familiar. The media release states — 

Premier Colin Barnett today signed a Heads of Agreement gifting ANZAC House to the Returned and 
Services League of Australia WA Branch (RSLWA) and paving the way for a $23 million redevelopment 
of the St Georges Terrace property. 

The site was originally owned by the RSLWA and was surrendered to the State to make provision for the 
law courts. “It is fitting we now return the asset to the RSL,” Mr Barnett said. 

That was almost two years ago. I should remind members that the Premier we are talking about here is not 
Premier McGowan, who is looking for every opportunity to badge everything under his name—all the good news, 
none of the bad news. It states — 

The Premier — 

That is, Colin Barnett — 

said the plans to redevelop ANZAC House into a new seven-storey home for the RSLWA, which could 
also provide options for Ex Service Organisations to use some of the space, was a good move forward. 
Commercial office accommodation would also be incorporated. 

“The land transfer is one of a number of Liberal National Government contributions made in recognition 
of the Anzac centenary commemorations,” he said. 
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“ANZAC House land alone is valued at $3.36 million. In total, the State Government contributed nearly 
$30 million for the commemorations, including $15.8 million for the National Anzac Centre and 
centenary events in Albany.” 

That is in case anyone on the other side is looking at taking credit for what is going on in Albany. It continues — 

Veterans Minister Joe Francis said the ANZAC House redevelopment would deliver a much needed boost 
in office space for the RSLWA. 

“In addition to office space, RSLWA plans to include a dedicated one-stop-shop for pension, advocacy 
and welfare services,” he said. 

“Having these services at one location will make life much easier for RSL members and other veterans.” 

Mr Francis said the RSLWA would contribute $15 million toward the project and would seek the 
remaining $8 million from Lotterywest. 

The land transfer was agreed on the basis that the RSLWA uses the land for the promotion and benefit of 
its objectives, fees or rental income be used to maintain and repair the property and the RSL provides the 
Government with first right of refusal on leased office space. 

How about that. The McGowan government has taken almost two years to use an opportunity to take credit for 
something that was done by the Barnett government back in November 2016. This is another example. We have 
had a couple of them mentioned. We heard about the rebadging of the Forrestfield–Airport Link as Metronet. In 
fact, I recall that shortly after the election in March last year, there was an opening of a stretch of freeway and 
there was the Premier along with the then Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, grinning like idiots as they 
walked down the new stretch of freeway proudly with all the other local members of the Labor Party. No Liberal 
members were invited, and guess what? It was proudly called “Another element of the Metronet project”. How 
about that. In a matter of about two or three weeks, the McGowan government managed to build a stretch of 
freeway and take credit for it. It is extraordinary; that government cannot achieve anything itself other than trying 
to take credit for everyone else’s efforts. One of these days, I suppose, when history is rewritten by the 
Australian Labor Party, and everyone else in history is airbrushed out of it, as happens with the ALP—its members 
seem to forget about their disgraceful performance in government on previous occasions — 

Hon Sue Ellery: You are a sad man. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I beg your pardon. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Thieves—a government of thieves! This is the standard that is set by the McGowan 
government. I will remind members of the standard set by the McGowan government, for future governments’ 
reference: it reissues press releases and takes credit for what everyone else has done in the past. That is a McGowan 
government standard. It open projects but does not bother to acknowledge any of the others who have contributed to 
them, and it takes credit for them and rebadges them as its own. That is a McGowan government standard. I want 
members on the other side of this chamber to remember that when they lose government. They have set the standard. 
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